
The following citation was prepared and presented by J. Pašava (SGA Executive Secretary): 
 
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am honored to present the citation of Dr. Francis SAUPÉ – the first recipient of a newly 
established SGA-KGHM KROL MEDAL. Francis R. Saupé was born on May 21, 1934 in 
Strasbourg (France). He first attended German elementary school, due to the annexation of 
Alsace by Germany from 1940 to 1944, and then in 1945 he attended French High School in 
Strasbourg. After that, he studied Earth Sciences at the University and School of Geology in 
Nancy, graduating with a Licence and an Ingénieur géologue degree. He obtained a Fullbright 
stipend and a graduate assistantship at the Missouri School of Mines (Rolla, Missouri) and a 
Ms. Min. E. (Application of Statistical Methods to the Evaluation of Mineral Deposits). He 
served active duty in the French Corps of Engineers, in France and Algeria for 30 months 
between 1960 and 1962. Then he joined the Centre de Recherches Pétrographiques et 
Géochimiques (Vandoeuvre, France), part of the Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifique. He fluently speaks and writes French, German, English and Spanish, and he has 
published and given talks in these languages. 

In 1973, after obtaining his Doctorat d‘Etat (Habilitation) with the first monograph on the 
geology of the Almadén mercury deposit (Spain), he spent one year in Heidelberg on an 
Alexander-von-Humboldt Dozentenstipendium (1973–1974). In 1976, he was a visiting 
scientist at the US Geological Survey in Menlo Park, California. 

His scientific interests were mercury deposits in general and also sulphur isotope 
geochemistry, including performing mass spectrometry. He also studied geochemistry of 
black shales. After retirement, he collaborated for several years with archeologists working on 
the use of cinnabar in Turkey and Mexico. 

He directed or co-directed some 20 theses, including field work on Hg, Fe, Pb-Zn, 
magnesite and baryte deposits in France, Italy, Morroco, Algeria, Tunisia and Turkey. He was 
a lecturer of elementary geochemistry at the University of Nancy and gave many talks in 
France and abroad. He has authored and/or coauthored over 60 publications and coordinated 
several proceedings. He acted as reviewer for various scientific journals, such as Mineralium 
Deposita, Chemical Geology and others. 

Dr. Francis R. Saupé is the last of the living SGA founders who served four years as SGA 
Treasurer (1968 –1972) and eight years as the SGA Executive Secretary (1981–1988). He 
wrote the first, trilingual, Constitution of the Society in 1966 and improved it in1982. Dr. 
Saupé also built the SGA Archive, which is presently held in Prague with the acting SGA ES. 
During sabbatical stay of Prof. J. Guilbert in Nancy, Dr. Saupé and Professor J. Guilbert, who 
became Vice-President of SEG International Affairs, had discussions about collaboration 
between the SGA and SEG societies. During his term as the SGA ES, Dr. Saupé organized 
several international meetings.  

Many of us have had the pleasure of interacting and collaborating scientifically with Dr. 
Saupé. Although now retired, he remains interested in mineral deposits. On behalf of SGA, I 
would like to congratulate Dr. Saupé on this and his other successes and we wish him all the 
best. 


