
The following acceptance speech was delivered by S. Scott: 
 
Thank you Georges, Jan Peter (in absentia) and Jan Pasava. Dear friends and colleagues: 
I was sitting comfortably savouring my morning coffee and gazing out at the sea from our 
oceanfront home in Brittany, casually reading my e-mail, when I came across one from SGA 
President and good friend, Georges Beaudoin. I said to myself “What does Georges want 
now?” Well, what he wanted was to tell me that I was to receive the SGA-Newmont Gold 
Medal at SGA’s 50th anniversary meeting in Nancy. I got so excited that I almost spilled my 
coffee over my tablet! 

As you have heard from the citation, this is not the first award I have received but it holds 
a special place in my heart. I have always had a fondness for SGA as it has provided a venue 
to meet so many scientists from various countries where meetings are held. I count as close 
friends many members and officers of SGA. In my younger years, I served on the SGA 
council, a most gratifying experience that I heartily recommend to others who have a desire to 
influence their science. 

My first medal, also gold, was for being top of my graduating class at the University of 
Western Ontario in Canada. A relative was admiring it when it dropped onto the road. It 
rolled straight for a sewer grate but fortunately stopped just a few centimetres from 
disappearing forever. I will see that anyone who examines the SGA-Newmont Gold Medal 
does so well away from danger! 

Something I want to highlight is SGA’s constant support over 10 years of the 5-day “Ore 
deposits models and exploration” workshop held annually in China. The enthusiasm we 
receive from the Chinese students and professionals is palpable. No workshop has had fewer 
than 250 participants; the last one in November had 450, including 120 via teleconference 
from 11 remote locations organized by our host, the Zijin Mining Group. SGA can take great 
pride in initiating the workshop at the 2005 biennial meeting in Beijing and their continuing 
support. The next workshop, number 10, will be held in November at Chang’an University in 
Xi’an, the home of the famous terra cotta soldiers. 

I know well three of the four previous recipients of this prestigious medal – Zdenek Johan 
from France, Shunso Ishihara from Japan and David Groves from Australia and I met the 
2013 recipient, Michel Cuney, last evening at the ice breaker. All four have had exceptional 
careers in ore deposits and it is both exciting and humbling to be a member of this exclusive 
club. 

An occasion like this gives me an opportunity to think back over my career – the ups and 
downs, the successes and failures. Happily I had more ups and successes than downs and 
failures primarily because of the superb supervision I received during my PhD from Hu 
Barnes at the Pennsylvania State University in the late 60s and the many exceptional people 
who chose to work with me at Toronto – undergraduate and graduate students, postdocs and 
visiting professors – plus from other institutions such as Ray Binns at CSIRO in Sydney. The 

University of Toronto made it possible for me to be away at sea for weeks to months, 
often during the academic year.  

Although “retired” since 2006, I am not finished yet. I am involved in a research project 
with colleagues from Greece and China that I instigated on submarine weathering of sulfide 
chimneys. My last and final marine expedition, number 30, in the northern Aegean Sea with 
the Hellenic Centre for Marine Research and the Institute of Geology and Mineral 
Exploration of Greece has generated another project. 

Let me close with the observation that nominations for an award like this don’t just 
happen. It takes dedicated people who are willing to spend the time to put together a 
nomination and steer it to eventual acceptance. In my case, it was Jan Peter of the Geological 
Survey of Canada. He was accompanied by Mark Hannington, Paul Spry and Dan Layton-
Matthews. I thank them profusely. I also thank the SGA council for agreeing with Jan’s 



nomination and Newmont for continuing to provide this most important gold medal. Most of 
all, I thank Joan and the rest of my family for being so very supportive of my far flung and 
eclectic career spanning 5 decades. 

 
Thank you all! 


